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After skiing closes, fishing draws
homebuyers to Rendezvous at Winter Park

Koelbel and Company, with a 54-year history of residential development that spans some of Colorado’s finest communities, compiled a remarkable cache of natural resources when it created Rendezvous, its resort-styled community in Grand County.


First among those was the closeness to Winter Park Mountain, which evolved over past decades into one of the world’s premier ski resorts, drawing over a million skiers a year.  But that’s far from the only amenity that attracts vacationers to buy real estate at Rendezvous.

Rendezvous’ entryway on U.S. 40, a quarter mile north of the town of Winter Park, rests beside Mary’s Pond, a stocked 2-acre trout lake for the personal use of Rendezvous residents.  Just beyond and over a scenic footbridge lies the Fraser River, which local guides accredit to having rainbows to 20 inches, brook trout to 15, and brown trout in the 12-inch to 14-inch range.

The river fishing, which attracted President Eisenhower to the Fraser-Winter Park area for frequent visits during his 1950s presidency, is open to the public via a trailhead and through Rendezvous Park, a public picnic area Koelbel created beside the river, where the bank has been widened and enhanced for fly fishers.

After the ski lifts close every April, Rendezvous residents turn their attention to the fishing (Koelbel opens Mary’s Pond to a fishing derby during several weekends of June, July and August —— watch the web site at rendezvouscolorado.com for dates!), and to miles of hiking and biking trails that link to the Arapaho National Forest beyond.
This year, the natural resources at Rendezvous have grown even vaster.  Earlier this spring, Koelbel acquired 688 acres adjacent to Rendezvous, known as Arrow.  The land, surrounding the town of Winter Park on its eastern flank, more than doubles the size of Rendezvous, while adding two additional creek drainages and the site of a historic ghost town that once served a pioneering rail route over the Divide.

To those new natural assets, Koelbel and its homebuilding arm, Colonnade Communities, offers a wider array of homebuying opportunities than ever before: Colonnade’s incredibly popular MooseHorn Cabins at Rendezvous, spacious ProngHorn Townhomes, attainably priced condominium lodges being pre-sold this summer, neighborhoods of custom homes and home sites, and a new collection of luxury semi-custom homes.

All have access to Winter Park skiing that is unique in Grand County...20 or 30 minutes closer than from “down valley” communities near Granby, and a closer commute by the same margin to Denver and the Front Range.  “It’s the location, matched with the exceptional quality we bring as a developer, that has given us such strong sales,” says Silvio DeBartolomeis, Vice President of Sales at Koelbel.

For visitors coming to scout out the fishing as well as the choice homeownership possibilities, a “Rendezvous moose” marks the entryway to the Discovery Center along U.S. 40 between Winter Park and Fraser. Custom sites are priced from the $400s; cabin and townhomes are on view daily from the low $500s.   For customs call 970-726-4500 or toll-free 866-726-5177; for cabins, townhomes and condos, call 970-726-4169 or toll-free 866-318-9558. 
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PHOTO CAPTION:  A fishing derby winner at Mary’s Pond in Rendezvous.
