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Re-designing the resort concept 

for a new century at Rendezvous
Developer Buz Koelbel was the perfect candidate to redefine the concept of the mountain resort, now being displayed at Rendezvous, the master-planned community between Winter Park and Fraser.  Fifty years ago, Koelbel spent summers as a boy exploring his grandfather’s ranch on nearby St. Louis Creek...the same one that provided a frequent Rocky Mountain escape for visiting President Dwight Eisenhower.

In those days, Grand County was the getaway of choice for Front Range families...where they learned to ski, and ride and hike in summer.  In 1973, however, completion of the I-70 tunnel over to Summit County suddenly revealed choices of destinations further west...and some people forgot the beauty that waited a short distance over Berthoud Pass.
“But those areas never offered the scenery nor the mix of alpine recreation that you find here,” Koelbel says today. As a new millennium arrived, forces were at work that would prompt Coloradoans to rediscover the allure of Grand County...and Koelbel, now heading a widely respected development company, set to work creating a resort to appeal to them.

The first force was the widening of U.S. 40 over Berthoud Pass... redefining the drive to Winter Park for average Denverites, particularly compared to traffic jams that were now frequent on I-70.  The other force was a new taste for residential luxury that made not only the old fashioned cabin, but also the “ski condo,” seem out of date.

Koelbel and its sister company Colonnade Communities set to work redesigning the “cabin”...creating a memorable, rustic appeal on the outside, and a trendy, luxuriant feel indoors that would remind buyers of newer custom homes.  Now Rendezvous shows its MooseHorn cabins to thousands yearly, and marks so many sales that new neighborhoods have opened with even bigger lot sizes.  
Meanwhile, Colonnade has introduced Pronghorn Townhomes to offer that contemporary feel at an even more affordable price...and Koelbel has opened splendid areas for custom homes by the finest builders, for buyers who want to maximize the potential of their resort experience.

All enjoy a quality, year-round infrastructure...and connectivity to recreation that’s hard to beat:  ten minutes from the slopes, linked by community trails to Grand County’s 600 mile trail system, with the Fraser River’s trout waters passing directly through.  “Rendezvous was the perfect name,” recounts Buz Koelbel, “because it’s a place where families and friends will be coming together for generations.”
Rendezvous’ cabins and custom homes, priced from the $400s to over $1 million, are on view off U.S. 40 between Winter Park and Fraser, at the distinctive entry with the Rendezvous moose.   For information on custom homes and sites call 970-726-4500 or toll-free 866-726-5177; for cabins and townhomes, 970-726-4169 or toll-free 866-318-9558; or visit rendezvouscolorado.com.
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